Grade Level Learning Priorities

The following charts list core elements of the curriculum for each quarter.   The structure provides a developmental progression from quarter to quarter in a spiral curriculum.

For K-2, the skills of reading include some fundamentals. Then from grades 3-8 the skills continue in progress with more complex texts.

The skills and strategies are program-neutral—whatever basal or novel or textbook your students read, the elements of reading are essential to understanding, whether it is classifying information, identifying the main idea, or any other competence.

The content and skills are designed to be developed using a “layered” curriculum approach in which all students develop core competencies at each grade level, which students can advance to expanded levels of knowledge and ability through an enriched curriculum.

The content areas are scheduled so that each quarter there is a focus on one area of social studies and one area of science.  The following week-by-week “maps” for the grade levels follow that same sequence.  The grade-level maps are open in terms of specific topics to enable teachers to choose topics that match their students interests and needs. Teachers should consult the scope and sequence content charts that follow to identify the topics in science and social studies.  

To use these frameworks:

1. Assess your students’ knowledge and abilities.

2. Review the comprehensive chart of language arts competencies.

3. Adjust the frameworks so they match the priorities for your students’ progress.

Where is art?  

Make it a developmental part of your core curriculum.

“Art is the representation, science the explanation, of the same reality.”

(Herbert Read)
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Use arts to give students greater learning possibilities in…

· Reading  


· Social Studies   


· Writing 


· Science


· Math

· Physical Education

· Library

· Computer Science

Any topic is an opportunity for illustrations that students make or interpret.

Every subject--particularly math--has many opportunities to integrate music and dance in your curriculum.

Kindergarten Learning Priorities

	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about nature; rhyming books

Non-fiction: nature—weather, seasons, plants, animals
	Fiction: folk tales and fables

Poems: about people, places

Non-fiction: read about people, places 
	Fiction: Stories

Poems: about people, places, choices, changes

Non-fiction: how things work; biography; African-American history
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about spring, flowers, rain

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading Skills and Strategies
	Listen for information

Retell stories

Recognize location, sequence

Make predictions
	Locate information

Retell story and answer questions

Real/make-believe

Compare/contrast
	Classify information

Read or listen independently and respond to questions

Tell difference—reality/make believe
	Read or listen independently and respond to questions

	Vocabulary
	· alphabet

· name

· sight words

· sounds/symbols
	· alphabet

· sight words

· number words

· sounds/symbols


	· sight words

· number words

· build words

· sounds/symbols


	· sight words

· number words

· build words

· sounds/symbols



	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	· speak in sentences
	· speak in sentences
	· build sentences
	· build sentences



	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present

	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology: 

Patterns in nature.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/

Physics

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




1st Grade Learning Priorities
	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about nature; rhyming books

Non-fiction: nature—weather, seasons, plants, animals
	Fiction: folk tales and fables

Poems: about people, places

Non-fiction: read about people, places, history 
	Fiction: Stories

Poems: about people, places, choices, changes

Non-fiction: how things work; biography; African-American history
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about spring, flowers, rain

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading Skills and Strategies
	Follow words on page

Listen for information

Retell stories

Sequence 

Make predictions
	Locate and classify information

Retell story and answer questions

Read/make-believe

Compare/contrast
	Classify information

Read or listen independently for a purpose;

respond to questions fiction and nonfiction
	Explain differences fiction, non-fiction 

Read or listen independently and respond to questions

	Vocabulary
	· sight words

· number words

· phonics patterns

· nouns and pronouns
	· sight words

· number words

· phonics patterns

· nouns and verbs
	· sight words

· number words

· phonics patterns

· nouns, verbs, pronouns


	· sight words

· number words

· phonics patterns

· nouns, verbs, pronouns



	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	· speak in sentences

· picture sentences

· Write sentences
	· speak in sentences

· write sentences
	· write sentences

· Punctuation
	· write sentences



	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present
	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology: 

Patterns in nature.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/

Physics

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




2nd Grade Learning Priorities

	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about  communities, about environments

Non-fiction: 

Communities in nature
	Fiction: folk tales and fables

Poems: about people, places

Non-fiction: read about people, places, history 
	Fiction: Stories

Poems: about people, choices, changes

Non-fiction: how things work; biography; African-American history
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about spring, flowers, rain

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading skills and strategies
	Draw conclusions from text:

stated and inferred traits; identify motive; sequence Identify/explain cause-effect 

Make and explain predictions

Fiction/nonfiction

Parts of a non-fiction book

Complete timeline


	Identify/describe

different kinds of stories; 

Identify, infer motives

Complete a story map;

Identify and classify information;

Compare/contrast

Relate information to main idea

Complete chart
	Analyze characters in a story

Explain how to answer questions: literal, inferential

Answer with evidence literal and inferential questions

Paraphrase

Make timeline

Make “web”

Infer main idea
	Compare/contrast;

Infer relationships;

Analyze relationships; 

Combine information from different sources



	Vocabulary
	· Sight words

· Vowel-consonant patterns

· Silent consonants

· Word families

· syllables


	· Sight words

· Contractions

· Possessives

· Rhyming words

· Infer meaning of unfamiliar words
	· sight words

· prefixes

· compound words

· syllables

· infer meaning of unfamiliar words
	· Sight words

· Decode unfamiliar words using context or roots or phonics 

	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	· sentences

· punctuation


	· sentences

· punctuation

· journal


	· letter

· paragraph

· journal as extended response
	· paragraph

· poem



	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present
	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology: 

Patterns in nature.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/Physics 11AB 12CD

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




3rd Grade Learning Priorities

	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about  communities, about environments

Non-fiction: 

Communities in nature
	Fiction: folk tales and fables

Poems: about people, places

Non-fiction: read about people, places, history 
	Fiction: Stories

Poems: about people, choices, changes 

Non-fiction: how things work; biography; African-American history
	Fiction: stories

and fantasies

Poems: about spring, flowers, rain

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading skills and strategies
	Draw conclusions from text:

stated and inferred traits; identify motive; sequence Identify/diagram/

explain cause-effect 

Paraphrase

Infer main idea 

Parts of a non-fiction book

Complete chart
	Identify different kinds of stories 

Identify, infer motives

Map a story

Identify and classify information

Compare/contrast

Relate information to main idea

Complete timeline, diagram

Relate new/prior information
	Identify problem/solution and central idea of text

Clarify literal/

figurative language

Answer with evidence inferential, analytic, evaluative  questions


	Compare/contrast;

Infer relationships;

Analyze relationships; 

Combine information from different sources



	Vocabulary
	· assess sight words

· nouns—singular, plural, proper

· Contractions

· Possessives

· Subject verb agreement


	· Rhyming words

· Infer meaning of unfamiliar words

· root, prefix, suffix


	· compound words

· syllables

· infer meaning of unfamiliar words
	· Decode unfamiliar words using context or roots or phonics 

	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	· Sentences—including diagram

· punctuation

· journal

· extended response to fiction
	· paragraph

· letter

· history

· extended response to nonfiction


	· sequence sentences

· biography

· extended response to unfamiliar text
	· poem

· story



	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present
	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology: 

Patterns in nature.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/Physics 11AB 12CD

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




4th Grade Learning Priorities
	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about people, places

Non-fiction: 

The prairie 
	Fiction: 

historical fiction

stories
Poems: about values

Non-fiction: about  events, cultures of the past 
	Fiction: Stories

Poems: about leaders and progress

Non-fiction: how things work; biography; African-American history
	Fiction: 

stories

Science fiction

Poems: choices and changes

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading skills and strategies
	Identify and infer traits, motive, sequence, cause-effect, main idea  with evidence

Infer from context

Locate and classify information

	analyze author’s choice of words; 

analyze author’s techniques and purpose 

identify/compare a theme

Identify/answer analytic, inferential, and evaluative questions.  
	Explain skimming and scanning 

Explain how to answer questions: analytic, inferential, evaluative

Paraphrase

Summarize


	Compare/contrast;

Infer relationships;

Analyze relationships; 

Combine information from different sources

Synthesize



	Vocabulary
	Root word

Prefix

Suffix

Dictionary

glossary


	Identify and give examples of parts of speech.

Make explanation/guide to how to use structures to figure out word meaning when reading. (Root, prefix, suffix)
	Explain how to choose words in writing

Analyze word structure


	Adjectives

Multiple-meaning words

imagery 

	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	paragraph with focus, support, organization, clarity

expository essay

extended response to fiction
	narrative essay or biography

extended response to non-fiction
	Persuasive essay

Extended response to unfamiliar text
	Creative writing

Extended response to a poem



	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present
	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology: 

Patterns in nature.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/Physics 11AB 12CD

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




5th Learning Grade Priorities

	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories

Poems: about people, places

Non-fiction: 

The United States in history
	Fiction: 

historical fiction

stories
Poems: about values

Non-fiction: US history, US today;

technology 
	Fiction: Stories

Poems: about 

leaders and progress

Non-fiction: Systems 11AB 12AF;  biography; African-American history
	Fiction: 

stories

Science fiction

Poems: choices and changes

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading skills and strategies
	Identify and infer traits, motive, sequence, cause-effect, main idea  with evidence

Explain skimming and scanning 

Infer from context

Locate and classify information

Chart, timeline, diagram
	Analyze structure of text

Analyze author’s choice of words, style, techniques

identify/compare a theme

Identify/answer analytic, inferential, evaluative questions.
	Identify ways writer organizes text

Compare/contrast;

Infer relationships;

Analyze relationships; 

Explain how to answer questions: analytic, inferential, evaluative

Paraphrase

Summarize
	Combine information from different sources

Synthesize



	Vocabulary
	Root word

Prefix

Suffix

Compound word

Dictionary

Glossary

homonym

Synonym

Antonym

Parts of speech
	Explain figurative language

explain how to use structures to figure out word meaning when reading.

Multiple meaning words

Analyze author’s choice of words for tone and mood
	Paraphrase

Explain how to choose words in writing

Analyze word structure


	imagery 

thesaurus

	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	paragraph with focus, support, organization, clarity

expository essay

extended response to fiction
	Expository and narrative essay or biography

Extended response to nonfiction
	Expository and persuasive essay

Extended response to unfamiliar text
	Creative writing

Extended response to poem

	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present
	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology and Geology: 

Patterns of Earth.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/Physics 11AB 12CD

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




6th Grade Priorities
	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories, novels

Poems: about the world

Non-fiction: 

World history 
	Fiction: 

historical fiction

stories

novel
Poems: about values

Non-fiction: 

World history

Technology 
	Fiction: Stories

and novels

Poems: about leaders, progress, hope

Non-fiction: how things work; biography; African-American history
	Fiction: 

Stories and novels

Science fiction

Poems: variety of formats

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading skills and strategies
	Identify and infer traits, motive, sequence, cause-effect, main idea  with evidence

Explain skimming and scanning 

Infer from context

Locate and classify information

	Analyze author’s choice of words and use of techniques; 

analyze mood, tone;

identify/compare a theme;

Identify/answer analytic, inferential, and evaluative questions.
	Compare/contrast;

Infer relationships;

Analyze relationships; 

Explain how to answer questions: literal, inferential

Paraphrase

Summarize


	Combine information from different sources

Synthesize



	Vocabulary
	Root word

Prefix

Suffix

Compound word

Dictionary

Glossary

thesaurus


	Identify and give examples of parts of speech.

Multiple meaning words

Make explanation/guide to how to use structures and context to figure out word meaning when reading. 
	Explain how to choose words in writing

Analyze word use by authors of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry


	Adjectives

Multiple-meaning words

imagery 

	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	paragraph with focus, support, organization, clarity

expository and narrative essay

extended response to fiction
	narrative essay 

narrative history

extended response to nonfiction
	Persuasive essay

Extended response to persuasive text
	Creative writing

Extended response to poem

	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present
	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology and Geology: 

Patterns of Earth.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/Physics 11AB 12CD

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




7th Grade Priorities
	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories, novels

Poems: about the world

Non-fiction: 

World history 
	Fiction: 

historical fiction

stories

novel
Poems: about values

Non-fiction: 

World history

Technology 
	Fiction: Stories

and novels

Poems: about leaders, progress, 

hope, possibilities

Non-fiction: how things work; biography; African-American history
	Fiction: 

Stories and novels

Science fiction

Poems: variety of formats

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading skills and strategies
	Identify and infer traits, motive, sequence, cause-effect, main idea  with evidence

Explain skimming and scanning 

Infer from context

Locate and classify information

	analyze author’s choice of words and use of techniques; 

analyze mood, tone;

identify/compare a theme;

Identify/answer analytic, inferential, and evaluative questions.
	Compare/contrast;

Infer relationships;

Analyze relationships; 

Explain how to answer questions: literal, inferential

Paraphrase

Summarize


	Combine information from different sources

Synthesize



	Vocabulary
	Root word

Prefix

Suffix

Compound word

Dictionary

Glossary

thesaurus


	Identify and give examples of parts of speech.

Multiple meaning words

Make explanation/guide to how to use structures and context to figure out word meaning when reading. 
	Explain how to choose words in writing

Analyze word use by authors of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry


	Adjectives

Multiple-meaning words

imagery 

	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	paragraph with focus, support, organization, clarity

expository and narrative essay

extended response to fiction
	narrative essay 

narrative history

extended response to nonfiction
	Persuasive essay

Extended response to persuasive text
	Creative writing

Extended response to poem

	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present
	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology and Geology: 

Patterns of Earth.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/Physics 11AB 12CD

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




8th Grade Priorities
	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter 
	3rd Quarter
	4th  Quarter

	Genres to Expand Reading
	Fiction: stories, novels

Poems: about the world

Non-fiction: 

World history 
	Fiction: 

historical fiction

stories

novel
Poems: about values

Non-fiction: 

World history

Technology 
	Fiction: Stories

and novels

Poems: about leaders, progress, possibilities, persistence

Non-fiction: how things work; biography; African-American history
	Fiction: 

Stories and novels

Science fiction

Poems: Hope

Non-Fiction: biographies

	Reading skills and strategies
	Identify and infer traits, motive, sequence, cause-effect, main idea  with evidence

Explain skimming and scanning 

Infer from context

Locate and classify information

	analyze author’s choice of words and use of techniques; 

analyze mood, tone;

identify/compare a theme;

Identify/answer analytic, inferential, and evaluative questions.  
	Compare/contrast;

Infer relationships;

Analyze relationships; 

Explain how to answer questions: literal, inferential

Paraphrase

Summarize


	Combine information from different sources

Synthesize



	Vocabulary
	Root word

Prefix

Suffix

Compound word

Dictionary

Glossary

thesaurus


	Identify and give examples of parts of speech.

Multiple meaning words

Make explanation/guide to how to use structures and context to figure out word meaning when reading. 
	Explain how to choose words in writing

Analyze word use by authors of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry


	Adjectives

Multiple-meaning words

imagery 

	Writing and Speaking

Focus and Formats
	paragraph with focus, support, organization, clarity

expository and narrative essay

extended response to fiction
	narrative essay 

narrative history

extended response to nonfiction
	Persuasive essay

Extended response to persuasive text
	Creative writing

Extended response to poem

	Science and Social Studies

Learning

> read

> listen

> do

> list

> chart

> graph

> write

> draw

> present
	Social Studies:

Geography

Who-Where-What-Why?

Science:

Ecology and Geology: 

Patterns of Earth.


	Social Studies: 

Culture

What’s important?

Science:

Technology/Physics 11AB 12CD

How do things work? 
	Social Studies:

Economics 15AB/

Government

Making things happen.

Science: 

Systems 11AB 12AF of Science

It’s about connections.


	Social Studies: 

Choices and Changes—the future

Science: 

Discoveries and Inventions




